[A case of a small hepatoma with multicentric development in precirrhotic fibrosis].
Multicentricity of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is considered, especially in patients with liver cirrhosis. This paper describes an operative case of a male patient with probable multicentric development of HCC in precirrhotic fibrosis. The main tumors inside the capsule were completely necrotic due to transarterial embolization (TAE). Histologic examination disclosed discrete tiny nodules of HCC that were not detected grossly. They showed highly differentiated trabecular arrangements: Edmondson I. A scirrhous type was noted in the center of the tumors. At the borders of the tumors the carcinoma cells exhibited replacing growth patterns and it was thought that they developed multicentrically. Partial resection must be performed as extensively as possible in a case such as the present one.